began the history of quinine production in India.
The subject is one of perennial interest in India, where its need is so great; but it is even more than usually important now as the enormous increase in the demand for quinine as part of the antimalarial campaign, the abornmal needs for the army, and the recent prohibition of the export of quinine from Dutch Java to British India, have all combined to reduce very materially the reserves of the drug held in this country, f
In these days the production of quinine and other cinchona derivatives is very largely in the hands of the Dutch Government of Java. Against this powerful monopoly we have in India the cinchona plantations in the Darjeeling District and, to a lesser degree, those in the Nilgiris of Madras Presidency.
Up to the present the cinchona plantations in India have been left too dependent on the 'purchase of bark, mainly from Java. In the years 1887-J892, when the demand for quinine was small, no foreign bark was purchased, and the annual supply of 300,000 lb. of bark, which produced 2,600 lb. of quinine, sufficed for the then needs of India. As the demand increased, in 1892-1901 the output in Bengal averaged 250,000 lb. of bark, but no less than 251,500 lb. were purchased and 8,000 lb. of quinine was produced. In the years 1902?1911 there were harvested 339,000 lb. of bark annually, and 128,400 lb. were annually purchased, the annual production of quinine averaging about 19.600 lb.
The Bengal Cinchona Plantations. [July, 1918. 
